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Mr. Richard L. Copley
70 Laurel Oak Center
Palm Harbor, Florida
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Dear Mr. Copley: ~a:TtJESECRETNlY

This is in reply to your letter to Congressman Michael ;(egarding the
Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-23 , 57 FR 54034
(1992). This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to t e ission's Rules
governing the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency
bands below 512 MHz.

You are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on radio
control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning our
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
concerns into account when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations 'in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your letter will be included in the
record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

~~~
Jr~alPh A.' Haller

Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enclosure:
Discussion paper

cc:
Chief~ PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison
Docket Files, Room 222
P&P Branch File (Pink)
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Washington, 3E)Q: 20515-0909
February 9, 1.993

PLEASE RESPOND TO:

WASHINGTON OFFtCE:

2432 RAVeURN House OfftCE eUllOfNG

WASHINGTON, OC 205 '5~909
12021 225-5155

DISTIlICT OFFICES:

1100 CLEVELAND STREET. sUIre 1600
ClEAllWAreA. ... 34615

(813'441-3121

273' U.S. HWY. ". SUITE 110
HOllOAY. fL 3469 1

C6131 641- '022

401 WEST RENfRO STREET
SUITE t07.

'c1'LANT CITY. FL 33566
(8131 752-9280

Legislative Liaison
Federal Communications Commission
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
191.9 M Street, N.W.-
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir or Madam.:

I am enclosing, for your review, a copy of comments which I received
from several of my constituents.

In summary, they are concerned that the F.C.C. plans to create more
land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths
and rearranging the band plan. If this is done many who own radio
controlled models will lose not only the time enjoyed using these
models, but the money that was invested in the purchasing of this
expensive equipment.

I would appreciate your thorough review of the attached comments.
Please forward your response directly to my constituents.

I would also be grateful if you would send a copy of your response
to my Washington, D.C. office.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

With best wishes, I am

,iiI:r~ours.

l1..t~el Bilirakis
Member of Congress
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tto!'.orable Congressman tJ',ict::ae 1 3il ir3.1<:is
4111 iand of Lakes 31vd.
Suite 306
lJand of L.a!<es, 21. 34639 FEB 04 199~

Gear Conqressm3.O 3ilirakis;

L am retired and der1ve many hours ot enjoyment from constructing and opera~

1ng rad10 controlled model airplanes.

I am very c:onc:erned about proposed rules that are currently under colUl1dera
d:Ht by the Federal CannunJ.c:ations Coa:n1as1on (FCC). The proceeding is PR
Dod<et 92-235. If adopted, the nev rules '1111 9naUy reduce the usabil1t;y
ot frequencies c:!tI%"rently ass1qned for mo4el use and 1ftc::reue the risk of
ac:<:idents and ateen~ant liabil1t.y tor c::antroll1nq IIOdel airplanes.

our radio control frequeac:1es are 1ft the 72-76 MHZ band. This band 1s
primar11y used for pr1va~ land 1I1ObUe 41apa~h .ClIpent1ons. Hawtmar, Q1Z'

rad.J.o c:cntrol frequencies in th1s band are far eft0Q9h apart acm 1:.he land
mobile frequencies that va have been able to al1ar8 t.1w band without el~r
Wle 1nterfer1.nq' v1.th the other.

NClU tbe FCC wanta to d:eate more land ~1 e fzequeftCi.. by aplit~ift<J~

into n6Z'rCNer l:MlnCIwi.c:1~ and rearranq1ftq the band pl..IS. As a re.ul~, IWlIIy
ladd Il\Ob11.e fzequenc:1es will IlION c:1ceflr t:o ~ zrecUo conu:01 trequeneie.
and cause 1n1:erterence t:o radiO c:onu:ol operaUona, 1 am ~old that. of tJw
50 frequencies that are presently avaUable tor ra410 ccntz'Ol ot model air
planes, only 19 frequencies '1111 be left. if theSe new rules are adopted.

".. . .. :.:

When ve fly our model airplanes underrad10 cont:ro1, Will 90: to 9reat·l.n~c
to assure the safety of t.he operatora aIld by81:ande~ and the protaet1on of
pr:cpeZ'ty. .Many ~ cur safety prec:auUana 1mroJ,,,. 1:he careful c:oordJ.nat1on
and uae ~ ... the redia c:ont.rol frequencies.. If ~ m""r ot ueahle frequenoies
ia d1:Unished as proposed by the ree, abe r ••Il1ftiwl frequencies will becoae
congest:ed and the margin ot sattl1:y wUl be qreatly decJ:'ease4.

Please understand t.hat many model a1rp1ane. ha¥e V1ftq spans up to 10 teet.
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 poundS. The model. tmemselve8 are expe~i"'

to buUd, bit. more to the point. they axe capable ot causuq property 4amaqe
seriOUS 1nJ1Uy, or .~n death if radio tnt-ed.renee cause. 'the operator to
lose cont:1'Ol M the c::ratt.. we otten fly cur model.· at. 0X9u1Zed -eftnU an4
aont:.esU Where hundreds ot operatorS partJ.c:1.pa1:8. we need ~ use of our
full c:cnp1emen1:. of r~io frequencies 1ft ordar to assure a aafe tlyinq en- .
vi.ronment:..

1 do not: th1nk it is witl«,ot the FCC to seek to improve the operating condi
tions of land mobile radio users at t.he expense of radio control modelers.
The FCC may not tJUnk we are as 1mportant:. as business users ot radiOS. but
\M ha~ a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipmen~.

The hobby provides sany hours of enjoyment to t.houlandB ot people 11ke my
self and .c:ontr1but.es to the advanc:ement and de~l0{X\\8nt:. of t.hlI coemercia1
ab1at1oft industry.

Please help Ne continue the sate enjoyment ot my paBtLme

FCC to carry out. it.s proposals tor 72-76 MHZ band.

7 CJ L /t-uJ?C L O.l1-/-'C CT.
P#lL'V /--IR/t?BO~ FL,

J

3L/bB '3 /

by not allow1nq the
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Honorable Congressman Mickael Bilirakis
4111 Land of Lakes Blvd.
Suite 306
Land of Lakes, FL. 34639

Dear r.'lr. Bilirakis f

I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy constructing
and operating radio contrqlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned abou,t. proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Conunission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rul~

will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other. .

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result.. many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequenCies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please uiirl':wtand L;at many rriedel airp!~nes h&....t'~ ~·i~6 ~~Qns ~p to 1C fee~ 3nd ..,·...eigh as I:1t:ch ~ 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted. the new roles
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies cUm"f)tly ~~~ig"ed fflr m(XIe' !!se· <l.'1d increase t."le risk of
accidentS and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

•

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we. go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please. understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point. they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We neQ:d the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

n Sin~ly, 4/1
iJCJ£t·~1 (;/C~1
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FEB. 1.

To: Honorable Representative Mike Bilirakis
U.S. House of Representative
Washington. D.C. 20510

Subject: NPRM - PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr. Mike Bilirakis:

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can re-
. member. I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy
constructing and operating radio-controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the
new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model air
planes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However. our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause inter
ference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
models. only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules
are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control. we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and by
standers and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequen
cies"is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin 6f safety
will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many models have wing spans up to 10
ft. and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models them
selves are expensive to build; but more to the point. they
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e"capable of causing property damage. serious injury. or
ven death if radio interference causes the operator to lose

.control of the· craft. We often fly our models at organized
:."events and contests where hundreds of operators participate.

We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies
in order to .. ~~su~e a safe flying envirement.

I do not think it wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of ~and mobile radio uses at the expense
of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio equip
ment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands
of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development ofthe commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe"enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76
MHz band. .

Sincerely.

~~~..~

..~~,
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Honorable Representative Mike Bilirakis
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510
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January 30, 1993

"..;. ~'. . ....... :..Dear.Sir. :.:;. ,:..'. .,:.

Honorable Congressman Michael Bilirakis
4111 Land of Lakes Blvd
Suite 306
Land of Lakes, FL 34639

I am very concerned about proposed rules currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC PR Docket 92-235). If adopted. the new
ruleS\villgreatly'teduce the usability of frequencies currently"assignedfor model'use and '.
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for oontrolling m<Xiel airplanes.

. Our radio control frequencies are in the TI.-76 MHz band This band is primarily
used for private land mobile dispatCh operations. However. our radio control frequencies
in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to -'.
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and reamulging the band plan. As a result. many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio oontrol frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 freq~ncies that presently available for radio
control of model airplanes. only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are··adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control. we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of
our safety precautions iinvolve the careful cooroination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC.
the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decr~~... .. . ......, ...' " .... ..
.. "'.,Please understand that many mOdel airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and

weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The m<Xiels themselves are expensive to build; but
more to the point. they are capable of causing property damage. serious injury. or even

.' v deatlFiha<;liolnterference causcl;.the opeiator to lose control of the craft.:. We often fly our· '., ..
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need
the use of our full complement of radio' frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment

\ .. ':.....

Please use your influence to prohibit the proposed band changes.

Respectfully Yours.

~C\
Richard J. Spires
2038 Rainbow Farms Dr
Safety Harbor. FL 34695
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The Honorable Congressman
4111 Land 0' Lakes Blvd.
Suite 306
Land of Lakes, FL 34639

y
NUchael Bilirakis

FEB 08 1993
fEB Q1. '

Dr. Mr. Bilirakis:
I am currently a student at USF. I am working hard to receive

my degree in Microbiology. Since I saw the Air Force Thunderbirds in
Second Grade, I knew I wanted to do something to serve my country. I
hope to become a commissioned officer in the Coast Guard. That initial
brush with aviation pull;;d me into science. What helped keep me there
is model aviation. The ability to see science applied in a real world
situation made all the difference. I have been active only a short time,
but the memori~s' of'blue 'sky and "the challenge of flight will keep me '"
modeling for a long time. I currently own six models, two radios, and
all the necessary support equipment to keep them up and flYing. This
is no small amowi.i of money. I haV~ at least $1300 invested in my
hobby. I am an active member of a local radio control aviation club.

I am very concerned about tpe. pro~ rule that is currently
," - ,'. ",' 0::-'" -<':'-, ",

under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rule will greatly

"reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for RIC use and
increase the risk of accidents and injury. . . . .' ,"

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our frequencies are far apart, allowing all parties to coexist
interference free.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235 replaces
part 90 of the rules with new part 88. Part 90 allows for safe u.se of
RIC aircraft and surface models by ke~ping 10 KHz spacing between
fixed commercial users and frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The
new Part 88. will allow mobile users within 2.5 KHz of our channels. In
theory, this will eliminate safe usage of 31 of 50 RIC aircraft channels
on the 72 MHz band and elimination of 10 out of 30 frequencies on the
75 MHz band. In reality, more channels will be affected by radio
spillage on to our channels.

RIC enthusiasts go to great lengths of safety to ensure everyone
can enjoy a riveting hobby. Our safety rules ensure the sa!ety of
participants, spectators and property. These precautions center around
the management of our frequencies. If the number of frequencies are

-. reduced, the remaining will become congested and the margin of safety
will be decreased.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to implement this program.
The FCC may' not think we are a~ important as business users of radio,
but we have a: considerable invest"ment of time~nd 'm~n~y' ill o'ur hobby .

. .. ' ... . .~....
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The model RIC industry is a large and growing industry that needs to
be saved from the FCC's lack of vision .. This hobby promotes the
growth of aviation science by challenging the youth to explore a science
that is in desperate need of scientists.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my treasured.
pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out it's proposal PR Docket
92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need ·your help urgently because
the FCC bas a deadljne of February 26, 1993 after which it may become
more difficult to avoid halting these proposals from going into effect.

I hope that your hard work will allow you to join me in flying one
day. The modeling community will not forget your generosity.

Sincerely,

Lee Bryant
19107 Goldie Lane

Lutz, FL 33549
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@Mr. &Mrs. Raymond D. CaIson
\U. 5424 SaJtamonte Dr.

New Port Richey, Fl 34655 /-;l~- 93


